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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Dear Colleagues: 

               I trust you all have had a productive but relaxing summer. It was good to see those of 

you who were able to attend our annual meeting at the AAS in San Diego this last spring.  We 

had an excellent turnout and a stimulating panel discussion on the topic "Japanese  

Religions: What Should We Be Studying and How?" 

       I am pleased to inform you that the SSJR Annual Meeting Supplement is now available on-

line at the SSJR website (http://www.wfu.edu/Organizations/ssjr/); it contains the written version 

of comments presented by four panel members (Gary Ebersole, Richard Jaffe, John Nelson, and 

Paul Watt). Many thanks to all the participants for taking the time and energy to share their 

engaging and provocative views with us. 

 

SSJR WEBSITE 

       For those of you who have not visited our website in a while 

(http://www.wfu.edu/Organizations/ssjr/), you will find that it has been updated recently. We 

now have a page for Membership News/Publications, so if you have any personal news to share 

regarding recent/forthcoming publications, conference presentations, appointments, etc., please 

send an update to our Executive Secretary, Jay Ford (fordj@wfu.edu). Also, we will gladly post 

news on upcoming conferences, calls-for-papers, fellowships, and so forth, at your request.  You 

also will find that the "Links Related to Japanese Religion" has been expanded to include 

resources that may be of interest to you or your students.  Finally, we are in the process of adding 

a page on Teaching Resources.  Our intent is to collect syllabi, film suggestions/reviews, and 

photographs that might prove useful to members in teaching classes related to Japanese religious 

culture.  We welcome submissions under any of these categories (send them to Jay as well). 

 

DUES: 2000-2001 

 Member dues remain the same as last year and are noted below.  Please submit your 

checks payable to the “Society for the Study of Japanese Religions” to Jay Ford.  You can print 

out the membership update form from the website above and send it to the address noted (Jay 

Ford at Wake Forest University) if you need to report a change of address or other news.   

 Members:   $10.00 

 Student Members: $5.00 

(Note: add $5.00 for hard copy mailings) 

  

AAR SCHEDULE 

For those of you planning to attend the AAR annual meeting in Nashville (Nov. 17-21), I am 

attaching a schedule of meetings of possible interest. 
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If you have any questions or suggestions about any of the above, feel free to send them to me  

(j-sawada@uiowa.edu) or Jay (fordj@wfu.edu) in an email message.  In the meantime, thank 

you for your continuing interest and support!  

 

        Hope to see you again soon—if not at the AAR meeting in Nashville, then at the SSJR 

meeting next spring in Chicago. 

Yours, 

 

Janine Sawada, President SSJR 

 

 

 

  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS  
 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 
 

Roger Corless Became Professor Emeritus of Religion, Duke University (September, 2000).  

Roger has relocated to the San Francisco Bay area and will occupy the Brueggeman Chair of 

Ecumenical Theology at Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio for the Fall of 2000.  In Spring of 

2001 he will return to the San Francisco Bay area and teach at the Institute of Buddhist Studies, 

Berkeley. 

 

Karen Smyers (Wesleyan University, Dept. of Religion) was awarded tenure in the spring of 

2000. 

 

Sybil Thornton (Arizona State University, Dept. of History) was awarded tenure in the spring of 

2000.  She is teaching at Hiroshima Shudo University for one semester this fall.  Next spring, she 

will be conducting research on the monastic regulations and pastoral letters of Takuga, seventh 

patriarch of the Jishu, at Tsukuba University. 

 

Duncan Williams recently began a tenure-track position at Trinity College (Assistant Professor 

of Japanese Religions and Culture) after completing his Ph.D. at Harvard University in June.  He 

is currently preparing a manuscript for publication on Sôtô Zen Buddhism during the Edo 

period. 

 

RECENT AND FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 

 
Ryuichi Abé recently published The Weaving of Mantra: Kūkai and the Construction of Esoteric 

Buddhist Discourse (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999). 

 

Richard W. Anderson recently published Otera no jijyo: Amerikajin minzokugakusha ga mita 

Nippon no tera (Tokyo: Mainichi Shinbunsha, June, 2000).  For more information, go to: 

http://www.trc.co.jp/trc/book/book.idc?JLA=00026372  

The book is about the four years Richard spent living in and working at a very large Buddhist 

temple complex in Japan and is therefore a memoir/ethnography. Richard is looking for a 

publisher of the English version and would appreciate some help if anyone has suggestions. 
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Susan O. Long  “Ancestors, Computers, and Other Mixed Messages: Ambiguity and 

Euthanasia in Japan.”  Cambridge Quarterly for Healthcare Ethics, Vol. 10, No. 1, 

2000, forthcoming; and “Living Poorly or Dying Well: Decisions about Life Support and 

Treatment Termination for American and Japanese Patients.”  Journal of Clinical Ethics, Vol. 

11, No. 3, pp. 27-41, 2000, forthcoming. 

 

Ian Reader recently published Religious Violence in Contemporary Japan: The Case of AUM 

SHINRIKYO (Curzon Press, Spring 2000).  Based on published and unpublished AUM materials, 

Asahara’s sermons and court reports, and on interviews with disciples, it presents a detailed 

analysis of how, why, and when AUM turned into a violent movement, and places the violence 

of AUM in a broader comparative context. 

 
Brian Ruppert recently published Jewel in the Ashes: Buddha Relics and Power in Early 

Medieval Japan (May, 2000; published by the Harvard University Asia Center and distributed by 

Harvard University Press). 

 

Janine T. A. Sawada presented a paper titled "Tokugawa Religious History: Studies in Western 

Languages, 1980-2000" at the State of the Field Conference on Early Modern Japanese Studies, 

Ohio State University, April 21-23, 2000. 

 

Jacqueline I. Stone published Original Enlightenment and the Transformation of Medieval 

Japanese Buddhism (Honolulu: Kuroda Institute, University of Hawaii Press, 1999). 

 

Michiko Yusa (Western Washington University) is completing her manuscript entitled An 

Intellectual Biography of Nishida Kitaro, which has been accepted for publication by U. Hawaii 

Press. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
Lorinda Kiyama (Ph.D. candidate, Stanford University; medieval Buddhist literature) 

Karen Mack (Ph.D. candidate, University of Kansas, art history) 

Susan Mattis (Boston College, 20th century continental philosophy, Nichiren, Tendai) 

Alex Vesey (PhD. candidate, Japanese history and religion, Princeton University) 

 

EMPLOYMENT NOTICES 

 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, Department of Asian Languages and Cultures and the 

Department of History invites applications for a tenure-track position (pending approval) in 

Japanese Religions, beginning in September 2001, in the College of Literature, Science, and the 

Arts. Appointment is possible at any rank. A wide variety of subfields within the area of 

Japanese religion is possible, but expertise in modern and classical Japanese is required, and the 

successful candidate is expected to contribute to graduate programs in Japanese studies and 

Buddhist studies in the Department of History and the Department of Asian Languages and 

Cultures.  The Ph.D. is normally expected to have been completed prior to appointment. The 

University of Michigan is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. Women and 

members of minority groups are especially encouraged to apply. Applicants should provide a 

CV, letters of recommendation, and evidence of outstanding teaching ability. Applicants at the 
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junior level should also submit writing samples. Review of applications will begin on November 

8 and will continue until the position is filled. Applications must be received by December 1, 

2000 to be assured of consideration. All applications will be acknowledged. Please send 

materials to Japanese Religions Search, Department of Asian Languages and Cultures, The 

University of Michigan, 3070 Frieze Building, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1285. 

 

DAVIDSON COLLEGE, Department of Religion, seeks candidates for a tenure-track, full-time 

appointment in East Asian  Religions at the rank of assistant professor. Appointment to begin in 

the fall semester 2001. Qualifications include a Ph.D., an ability to teach introductory and 

advanced courses in East Asian Religions, sensitivity to the methods and perspectives of 

religious studies, and willingness to participate in the interdisciplinary ventures of the 

department and college. Please send a  letter of application, c.v., and references to Karl A. Plank 

/ Chair, Department of Religion / Davidson College / Davidson, North  Carolina 28036. 

Applications due by October 15, 2000. 

 

MACALESTER COLLEGE invites applications for a tenure track position in East Asian 

Religions. Occupant of the position will teach five courses a year, including courses in Chinese 

and Japanese traditions. Priority will be given to candidates with broad comparative interests. In 

addition to classroom teaching, the faculty member will serve as an academic advisor for 

students, and may direct independent studies each semester. Candidates are expected to have 

earned a PhD or its equivalent before beginning teaching duties in September 2001. Macalester 

is a highly selective private liberal arts college located in Minnesota¹s St. Paul-Minneapolis 

metropolitan area. Our 1800 students come from 48 states and over 70 foreign countries.  

Macalester has a long-standing commitment to maintaining a community of faculty, staff, and 

students from various cultural, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds. The College emphasizes 

multiculturalism, internationalism, and service, all in a context of excellence in undergraduate 

education. Please forward inquiries and credentials to Professor James W. Laine, Department of 

Religious Studies, Macalester College, 1600 Grand Avenue, St Paul MN 55105-1899 before 

October 15, 2000. Applications after that date may be considered. More information is available 

at our website: www.macalester.edu/~religiou/ EOE/AA 

 

STONEHILL COLLEGE, Department of Religious Studies, announces the opening of a junior 

level tenure-track position in South and East Asian Religious Traditions beginning in the fall of 

2001. Responsibilities include teaching an introductory course in the study of religions as well as 

teaching mid level and upper level courses in area of specialization (three courses per semester). 

A completed Ph.D. by the time of hire, demonstrated excellence in teaching, and evidence of 

scholarly promise are required of all candidates. Interviews will be conducted at the AAR 

Annual meeting in November and we will contact candidates with whom we wish to meet by 

mid November. Send letter of application, CV, three letters of recommendation, and other 

supportive material by November 1 to Gregory Shaw, Department of Religious Studies, 320 

Washington St., North Easton, MA 02357. Stonehill, an Equal Opportunity Employer, is a 

Catholic, undergraduate liberal arts college located 25 miles south of Boston. 

 

VASSAR COLLEGE, Religion Department, seeks an assistant professor of East Asian religions 

for a tenure-track appointment in the Fall 2001. The appointee will teach an Introductory course 

in Asian Religions and offer courses in the religious traditions of China, Korea, Japan, and other 

areas of East Asia. These courses may include Buddhist, Confucian, Taoist, and "lived religions" 

of East Asia, as well as interdisciplinary courses focusing on issues and cultures. A familiarity 
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with issues and methods in the study of religion is expected, and an interdisciplinary focus is 

desirable. A letter of application, CV, three letters of reference, and a sample of scholarly work 

should be sent for receipt by October 15 to Professor Mark Cladis, Chair - Search Committee, 

Department of religion, Vassar College, 124 Raymond Avenue, Poughkeepsie, New York 12604. 

Vassar College Is An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 

 

WILLIAMS COLLEGE, Department of Religion, invites applications for a position in East 

Asian religions to begin in the Fall term, 2001. The opening is for a regular renewable, tenure-

eligible position at the Assistant Professor level, with the possibility that a more senior 

appointment might be entertained should an especially compelling candidate emerge. Candidates 

should have Ph.D. in hand no later than September 2001 and be committed to research and to 

teaching at the undergraduate level. In addition to teaching courses in the religions of East Asia, 

and to participation in the Asian Studies program, candidates must be prepared to teach a section 

of the department's Introduction to the Study of Religion and upper level required major courses, 

where assessments of the status and application of anthropological, philosophical, psychological 

and sociological theory prominently figure. Thematic and comparative interests are also 

desirable. Send letter of application, vita, and graduate school dossier, including letters of 

recommendation, to Professor William Darrow, Chair, Department of Religion, Williams 

College, Williamstown, MA 01267 by October 15, 2000. Preliminary interviews of selected 

applicants will be held at the Annual Meeting of the AAR/SBL in Nashville, Tennessee, 

November 18-21, 2000. As an AA/EOE Williams College especially encourages applications 

from women and minority candidates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF JAPANESE RELIGIONS 

 

Executive Committee 

 

President: Janine Sawada, School of Religion, University of Iowa 

 

Vice-President: Karen Smyers, Department of Religion, Wesleyan University 

 

Executive Secretary: James L. Ford, Department of Religion, Wake Forest 

University 

 

Correspondences should be addressed to James L. Ford, Department of 

Religion, P.O. Box 7212 Reynolda Station, Wake Forest University, Winston-

Salem, NC  27109-7212 or through the SSJR website:  

  http://www.wfu.edu/Organizations/ssjr/ 

 

http://www.wfu.edu/Organizations/ssjr/
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AAR SCHEDULE (Nashville, TN) 
Saturday, Nov. 18—1:00-3:30 

A019 - Special Topics Forum - Sponsored by the AAR Committee on the Public 

Understanding of Religion - Theme: Framing the Other: American Print Media and Asian 

Religions 

A022 - Buddhism Section - Theme: Buddhism and Violence 

A033 - Korean Religions Group - Theme: Dialogue with the Traditions 

A036 - Person, Culture, and Religion Group - Theme: The Varieties of Self Experience 

 

Saturday, November 18—3:45-6:15 

A046 - Buddhism Section and Japanese Religions Group - Theme: Funerals, Death Rituals 

and the Afterlife in Japanese Buddhism 

A051 - Philosophy of Religion Section - Theme: The Philosophy of Religion Today: Trends 

and Directions 

 

Sunday, November 19—9:00-11:30 

A079 - Buddhism Section - Theme: The Doctrine of Bodhicitta and the Buddhist Path 

A089 - Asian North American Religion, Culture, and Society Group - Theme: Dynamic 

Encounters: Asian Pacific American Communities in Flux 

A101 - Tokugawa Religion Seminar - Theme: Moving Away from "Religious" Texts: Art 

and Popular Culture in Tokugawa Religion 

 

Sunday, November 19—1:00 pm-3:30 pm 

A104 - Buddhism Section and Tibetan and Himalayan Religions Group - Theme: Buddhism 

between Tibet and Pre-Republican China 

A105 - Comparative Studies in Religion Section and Religion in South Asia Section - 

Theme: The Contributions of Wendy Doniger: A Critical Appraisal 

A118 – Japanese Religions Group—Theme: Philosophies of Religion in the Kyoto School  

 

Sunday, November 19—3:45 pm-6:15 pm 

A148 - Studies in Yogacara Buddhism Seminar - Theme: The Concept of the Three Natures 

(trisvabhaava) in Yogacara Buddhism 

 

Monday, Nov. 20—9:00-11:30 

A166-Asian North American Religion, Culture, and Society Group—Theme: Retracing 

Memory and Faith in Asian America 

A168-Confucian Traditions Group—Theme: Appropriating Confucianism: Comparative and 

Legitimizing Projects 

A174-Japanese Religions Group—Theme: Shoguns, Gods, and Tax Collectors: Japanese 

Religions and the Powers That Have Been 

 

Monday, November 20—9:00 am-11:30 am 

A181 - Tibetan and Himalayan Religions Group - Theme: Buddhism between Tibet and 

Republican China 

 

Monday, November 20—1:00-3:30 

A184 - Buddhism Section - Theme: Buddhist Visual Culture in South and Southeast Asia 
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A192-Chinese Religions Group—Theme: Teaching "Real" Taoism: Problems and Promise 

 

Monday, November 20—3:45 pm-6:15 pm 

A210 - Buddhism Section and Chinese Religions Group - Theme: Lineage, Transmission, 

and Legitimacy in Sung Dynasty Buddhism 

A212 - Philosophy of Religion Section - Theme: Buddhist Philosophies of Language 

A224-New Religious Movements Group-Theme: Government and Religion in Conflict and 

New Religious Movements 

ADDDITION: The Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture has scheduled an extra open 

meeting (not panel) at the AAR to discuss our project to produce a research 

guide for the study of Japanese religions, as follows: 

Planning a Guidebook for the Study of Japanese Religions 

Room: Lincoln B 

Monday, 11/20/2000              03 45pm-06 15pm 

 

Our general proposal for this book is as follows: "The book is intended to help students and 

scholars find what they need to do research on the history of Japanese religions. It will be 

the first research guide in any language to allow a researcher to navigate the whole field 

of the history of Japanese religions. Since no book maps out the entire field, most 

researchers become familiar with a particular area of the field in rather unsystematic 

ways, and are often only vaguely aware of what exists in the rest of the field. Over a 

period of time of working on specific academic problems, a researcher learns what 

resources are available in an area by being pointed in profitable directions by senior 

colleagues or by serendipitously finding sources in the research process. This rather 

inefficient method pinions researchers, especially less experienced ones, and 

circumscribes their lines of inquiry. By providing a reference for finding resources, from 

manuals to money, we can provide beginners and specialists with a reference that will 

allow them to research more efficiently and in greater depth."  

Everyone is welcome and we look forward to a good discussion and feedback 

concerning the possible contents of such a book. 

 

 

Tuesday, November 21—9:00 am-11:30 am 
A233 - Buddhism Section - Theme: Reinterpreting Texts and Traditions 
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